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search draws RIT students

16 February 1986

By Eugene Marino miore conservative than most col- only that “seve .
Democrat and Chronicle m students, said Prof. Wiley dred” :t‘uydent: were in th:“CilAu’!:

Tom Johnson, a 22-year-old math , director of the Center program and that represent a
major at Rochester Institute:of - for  Science and Tech- cross-section of sc
Technology, helped develop-4 com-  nology. canspus is “quite con- - Among the other active defense
puter model for a new war game a servative,” said Angela Strode, a agencies on the RIT campus are:
couple of years ago. T senior who is chairmaesy of-the Stu- ® The Naval Surface

game wasn't for fun. It was dent Directorate; the student gov-- Center in Dahigren, Va. .:ipons
for the Pentagon — and classified. ernpent. G White Oaks, Md. which’ had 15

Geofrey Welch, another 22-year- . EMPLOYERS, BOTH private 00-op plecements from RIT in
old math major at RIT, performed  and governmental, find s ca- 1984-85. It has about 225 students
accuracy studies for the Trident nu-  reer-oriented students attractive overall. -
clear qusgxle. Those. studies included-  because of the emphasis the school ® Thy U.S. Army's Armament
statistical research and writing com-  puts on applied learning. Research add Development Center
puter programs for simulated flights. ~ The agencies with the moét ac- in Dové®.N.J., which had 14 RIT
His work also was classified. tive, organized recruiting effosts It had between 20 and

Johnson spent six quarters at the  are the NSA and the CIA, said. 100 students overall.. '

US. Army Bftlgncep;s Analysis Beverly Gburski, director of the ® Thé US. Army’s Concepts
Agency in esda, Md., as a co- co-op[mamat RIT. AnalysiﬂminBMMd..
operative e@batxgh student. Welch The is probably the most which will 10 RIT students
spent four t t the Navat secret- agency in the U.S. govern- éut of 79 students total in the
Surface Weapons Center as a co-op.  ment. It owes its existence to a 1985-1986 school year, according

Neither is;a raritgon RIT’s cam-  top-secret order signed by Presi- o Johnson, the'math major who
pus these déys. - | dent Harry S. Truman in 1952, Its worked there.

RIT co-ofi studefifs — juniors and  misslon is twofold: to secretly 4 THE VAST MAJORITY of
SEF'@ who al;gma& uarters, &w ther intelligence through techno- J.000 co-op stdents find
fmdtnﬁe work WA § .o . logical means, such as satellite with private employers. In
study — are’ going to work for' US."" eavesdropping systems, and to 1984-1988, for example, there were
mtelhz;nce-xﬁf;h"}nz Mum - protect the government’s confiden- almost 4,600 placements of RIT
research agencies in numbers - tial messages through encryption co-op students overall. The five
might shock their older brothers and The NSA is based at Fort Meade, most active defense agencies re-
sisters from the Vietnam War'erd>: Md,, and has listendng posts in ceived 76 of those placements

Those numbers put RIT in a class many natians. Salem said. '
with enly a handful of schagls in the ruj from the NSA and Though RIT is well represented
natiof. . CIA visit the RIT campus twice a in the co-op programs of these de-

Tn ‘the last year and a half, about - ‘¢ach and give presentations fense agencies, it apparently is not
30 RIT co-op students havs gone to- for interested students, Gburski disproportionately represented if
work just for the National Security ~ said. ] RIT’s technical orientation and
Agency and the Central Intelligence  The NSA recsived 30 co-op the size of its co-op program are
Agency, said George T. Georgantas, ts” from RIT in the taken into account.

a professor who is head of the . 1984-1985 schoal year, Drexel University in Philadel-
math department. to Bonnie Salem, a coordinator phia has a similar technical orien-
Four ot five other defense re- RIT"s co-op prograum. That would tation and a larger co-op program
search agencies are actively and  translats to about 12t 15 stu- one with more than 4,000 stu-
o iting Rnk’ dents, because a plgcgmgnt equals dents. It sends what appears to be
stuuud“ednt.s“m. recru I one three-month stint and one a much larger number of co-op
The students, most from com+ ~ Student often takes more than‘one students to these programs. In
puter science, math, engi 3 In a year. 1984-1985, 43 students worked for
and imaging programs, bacome in- AN NSA SPOKESMAN, who programs just within the Depart-
volved in work fregs ¢ryp- said his name could not be used in ment of Defense, including 17 at
tology studies for the jal Se- print in ion with the agen- the NSA, said Gary Hamme, head
curity Agency to photograpltle’ ¢y, said there were “a lot” of RIT of the center for cooperative edu-

analysis for the CIA to of students in the NSA’s co-op pro- cation at Drexel. A total of 278

kitchen faciliti®i" O™t Army. gram. Schools typically have two other students worked for a wide

Many of these students go on to
work full-time for a defense agen-

Because much of the work co-op
students do is classified, the agen-
cies perform a thorough security
check on them before they are ac-
cepted for employment.

The agencies themselves proba- -
bly find RIT students “to their
taste” because the students are
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or three or, at most, five students
in the program, he said. About 300
gtudents from 50 or so schools are
in the NSA’s program at any one

gime.
Robert Chico, the coordinator

fo!' student programs at the CIA,
said a “good number” of RITYeEw™
dents were in the CIA’s program.
RIT had 10 placements there in
the 1984-1985 school year. Chico

range of other defense-related
agencies.

Northeastern University in Bos-
ton, on the other hand, has 9,600
students in its co-op program, but
has a liberal-arts orientation. It
sent no students to the CIA in
1984-85, two to the NSA, none to
the Concepts Analysis Agency and

“ntiiued
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Surface Weapons Center, thoug|
twd offers were made, said
Maureen Beaudry, a recruiting co-
ordinator in the placement office.

Other schools often mentioned
as large contributors are the Uni-
versity of Akron, in Ohio, which
has a strong ring program,
and Virginia Polytech in Blacks-
b

urV&ghila the presence of defense
recruiters would have drawn ad-
verse attantioh on most college
campuses 1§ yéars ago, it has ap-
parently stirred not a ripple of
controversy at RIT.

“There is no open student con-
cern about these recruiters being
on campus,” said Jim Miller;
RIT’s associate vice president for
institutional advancement.

“Not many students are vocal
about bucking the system. Stu-
dents here are geared toward pro-
fessional careers, not moral issues,”
said Strode, chairman of the stu-
dent government.

BOTH GBURSKI, WHO runs
the RIT co-op srogrnm, and
Strode, the student government
leader, said they see a trend
among RIT students to be moére
willing to work in defense. More
than 100 students showed up the
last time a CIA recruiter gave a
presentation about his agency,
said Manny Contomanolis, associ-
ate director of RIT’s co-op pro-

am.
gTRichard Kenyon, dean of the
College of Engineering at RIT,
said he sees nothing unusual
about students going to work for
defense agencies. “Anyone who can
operate in the world of electronics
and information processing is in
demand,” he said.

And recruiters like RIT’s em-
phasis on applied knowledge.
Computer students, for example,
are made to write more programs
sooner than students in other
schools and have done a good deal
of lab work by their third year,
said McKinzie, director of RIT’s
Center for Computer Science and
Technology.

A math department brochure
describes its programs as “careful-
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ly designed to meet the needs ot
both students and their potential
employers . .. That's how mathe-
matics and statistics are taught at
RIT — with an eye on their appli-

cations, And this is what makes it

sa easy for our graduates to find
jobs.”

RIT ALSO ATTRACTS em-
ployers becausa it offers some un-
usual ‘The school, for
ex:‘fnplo, offers the onlt{ under-

uate programs in the nation -
g miaouﬂcmnh engineering and
inm C science. enlla RIT
N " H
a sup!ﬂ’f‘loo said that
number of RIT students in the
CIA’s program “reflects the gono
cy’s strong, positive opinion
RIT and its unique areas of inter-
est, especially in photo science,
and its excellent programs in com-
puter science and engineering.”

The biggest advantage of the co-
op program for the defense agen-
cies — as well as for private em-
ployers — is that it is an excellent
recruiting tool in the competition
for technically trained persons.

l;Aobout 80 t}?eerI?SnAt of all students
who enter 's co-op pro-
gram eventually become full-time
employees of the agency, the, .
NSA'’s spokesman said.

Elaine Tierney, the co-op coor-
dinator at the Armament
and Development Center, said
that 80 percent of co-op students
accogt full-time employment there.
At the CIA, the retention rate is
“above 50 percent,” Chico said.

Johnson, the math major, has
accepted a job with Electronic
Warfare Associates, a defense con-
sulting firm in Vienna, Va. Welch
has an offer to work full time for
the Naval Surface Weapons Cen-
ter, but he would like to work for
one of the defense-research agen-
cies closer to his home in Massa-
chusetts.

STUDENTS WITH AN inter-
est in defense work can quickly
get involved in “heady” assign.
ments, which partly offsets the
fact that they are paid less in the
government programs than they
would be in the private-sector co-
op jobs; said M. Richard Rose,
president of RIT.

“I was taken aback by the level
of responsibility I was given,” said
Welch, the math major who
worked at the Naval Surface
Weapons Center. Johnson said
that on his first tour at the Con-
cepts Analysis Agency he per-

formed tasks usually done by se-
nior staff members.

It is hard to pin down exactly
when. the relationship between

years, the length of time she’s

been on the job, but she believes

g:e relationship began long before
en.

But the relationship with the
IA apparently goes back much
further. An agency memorandum

dated Oct. 16, 1975, mentioned
RIT’s program as one with which
the CIA had established “certain
relationships which might be cate-
gorized as ‘special’ or ‘particular.’ ”

- 7. THE MEMO, FROM the CIA’s

director of personnel, was among
documents made public under a
Freedom of Information suit filed
tI;r’y #omxﬂqlperin, fct)lr;:er aide
enry Kissinger in Nixon
ad’lm‘!‘nistntion.mg. :
The deguments also revealed
that RI'Ts College of | hic Arts.
and Photography received about -
$200,000 from the CIA fn the form
of grants between 1966 and 1975,
The future of the student pro-
grams, T, may be in doubt
at s‘l)mel:“mpci:d Because of ceil-
ing levels im e De,
ment of the Army, mthmpart;
Research and Development Center
now has only 20 co-op studenta. It
once had 100. The Naval Under-
water Systems Center in Newport,
R.I, which has had several stu-
dents from the National Technica]
Institute for the Deaf in its sum-
mer program, will have no sum-
mer program this year because of
a freeze declared by the Navy.
A positive note for the co-op
rograms may be the Strategic
fense Initiative, the so-called
“Star Wars” program.
8DI may create even greater de-
mnd for technically trained per-
sons in certain areas, said Rose, a
former deputy assistant U.S. sec-
retary of defense for education. In
Some programs already, like imag-
Ing science, “we could place dozens
to hundreds more students” in in-
dustry and government, he said.
SD‘I,. e said, will make the com-
petition even more acute.
And the future also might be
brighter at such agencies as the
CIA and NSA, whose budgets are
not subject to close congressional
" The a
., 1he agency’s future rests with
kids. RIT is a very progressive
scho_ol mlmd we hope to increase
our involvement with it in the fiy-
ture,” the CIA’s Chico aaid.th fo
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